{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 412                  LIFE  AND  TIMES   O?   STEIN.         [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 apprentices and the journeymen to discipline and obedience, as an institution of instruction for the acquirement of good thorough knowledge of the trade and skill in the exercise of it, and as a means of hindering thoughtless settlement and premature marriage, the fatal root of a worthless population burdensome to the commu\-nity; also that the abolition of unrestricted freedom of engaging in trade, the pernicious system of patents, is urgently necessary.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Once more, the class of peasantry seemed to re\-tain its old character so long as it lived in the country and cultivated the soil. Accordingly Stein writes :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 On the maintenance of peasant-holdings and of noble estates in masses of proportionate size depends the preservation of a healthy class of country people, on which the defence of the country, morality and worth of every kind depend.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Through unlimited divisibility (of holdings) the peasant class will be dissolved into day-labourers, rabble, and the noblesse from an independent noblesse of property into a noblesse of office and of the Court.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 We have now before us the political creed of Stein's latest period, which may at first sight seem very different and much less liberal than the creed which is implied in the Emancipating Edict and announced in the Political Testament. Did he then cease to be a Reformer in his later years ?}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Observe, first, how ardently he advocates a Par\-liament, and insists that it shall be a real Parliament with a power of decision and an initiative. In this point, which certainly is fundamental, he betrays no tendency to reaction.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Observe, next, that in the Political Testament it is plainly stated that Stein believed it possible and desirable to maintain the noblesse in some form, and}\par }